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In accordance with the DHHS change, 
NIST will continue to accept the 
submission of human subjects protocols 
that have been approved by Institutional 
Review Boards (IRBs) possessing a 
current, valid MPA from DHHS. NIST 
also will accept the submission of 
human subjects protocols that have been 
approved by IRBs possessing a current, 
valid FWA from DHHS. NIST will not 
issue a single project assurance (SPA) 
for any IRB reviewing any human 
subjects protocol proposed to NIST.

On August 9, 2001, the President 
announced his decision to allow Federal 
funds to be used for research on existing 
human embryonic stem cell lines as 
long as prior to his announcement (1) 
the derivation process (which 
commences with the removal of the 
inner cell mass from the blastocyst) had 
already been initiated and (2) the 
embryo from which the stem cell line 
was derived no longer had the 
possibility of development as a human 
being. NIST will follow guidance issued 
by the National Institutes of Health at 
http://ohrp.osophs.dhhs.gov/
humansubjects/guidance/stemcell.pdf 
for funding such research. 

Research Projects Involving Vertebrate 
Animals: Any proposal that includes 
research involving vertebrate animals 
must be in compliance with the 
National Research Council’s ‘‘Guide for 
the Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals’’ which can be obtained from 
National Academy Press, 2101 
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, 
DC 20055. In addition, such proposals 
must meet the requirements of the 
Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2131 et 
seq.), 9 CFR parts 1, 2, and 3, and if 
appropriate, 21 CFR part 58. These 
regulations do not apply to proposed 
research using pre-existing images of 
animals or to research plans that do not 
include live animals that are being cared 
for, euthanized, or used by the project 
participants to accomplish research 
goals, teaching, or testing. These 
regulations also do not apply to 
obtaining animal materials from 
commercial processors of animal 
products or to animal cell lines or 
tissues from tissue banks. 

Limitation of Liability: In no event 
will the Department of Commerce be 
responsible for proposal preparation 
costs if these programs fail to receive 
funding or are cancelled because of 
other agency priorities. Publication of 
this announcement does not oblige the 
agency to award any specific project or 
to obligate any available funds. 

Executive Order 12866: This funding 
notice was determined to be not 
significant for purposes of Executive 
Order 12866. 

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism): 
It has been determined that this notice 
does not contain policies with 
federalism implications as that term is 
defined in Executive Order 13132. 

Executive Order 12372: Applications 
under this program are not subject to 
Executive Order 12372, 
‘‘Intergovernmental Review of Federal 
Programs.’’ 

Administrative Procedure Act/
Regulatory Flexibility Act: Notice and 
comment are not required under the 
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 
553) or any other law, for rules relating 
to public property, loans, grants, 
benefits or contracts (5 U.S.C. 553 (a)). 
Because notice and comment are not 
required under 5 U.S.C. 553, or any 
other law, for rules relating to public 
property, loans, grants, benefits or 
contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)), a Regulatory 
Flexibility Analysis is not required and 
has not been prepared for this notice, 5 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.

Dated: December 23, 2004. 
Hratch G. Semerjian, 
Acting Director, NIST.
[FR Doc. 05–183 Filed 1–4–05; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Cordell Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary (CBNMS or 
Sanctuary) is seeking applicants for the 
following vacant seats on its Sanctuary 
Advisory Council (Council): Community 
At Large, Maritime Activities, Research, 
Education, Conservation. Applicants are 
chosen based upon their particular 
expertise and experience in relation to 
the seat for which they are applying; 
community and professional affiliations; 
philosophy regarding the protection and 
management of marine resources; and 
possibly the length of residence in the 
area affected by the Sanctuary. 
Applicants who are chosen as members 
should expect to serve 2–3 year terms, 
pursuant to the Council’s Charter.
DATES: Applications are due by January 
31, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Application kits may be 
obtained from Cordell Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary, Rowena Forest, P.O. 
Box 159, Olema, CA 94950. Completed 
applications should be sent to the same 
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rowena Forest/CBNMS, P.O. Box 159 
Olema, CA 94950, (415) 663–0314 x105, 
and Rowena.forest@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Advisory Council for Cordell Bank was 
established in 2002 to support the joint 
management plan review process 
currently underway for the CBNMS and 
its neighboring sanctuaries, Gulf of the 
Farallones and Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuaries. The Council has 
members representing education, 
research, conservation, maritime 
activity, and community-at-large. The 
government seats are held by a 
representatives from the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, the United 
States Coast Guard, and the managers of 
the Gulf of the Farallones, Monterey Bay 
and Channel Islands National Marine 
Sanctuaries. The Council holds four 
regular meetings per year, and one 
annual retreat.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq.

(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 
Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary Program)

Dated: December 21, 2004. 
Daniel J. Basta, 
Director, National Marine Sanctuary Program, 
National Ocean Services, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 05–132 Filed 1–4–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–NK–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Availability of Seats for the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral 
Reef Ecosystem Reserve Advisory 
Council
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SUMMARY: The Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve 
(Reserve) is seeking applicants for the 
following vacant seats on its Reserve 
Advisory Council (Council): (3) Native 
Hawaiian, (2) Conservation, (1) Research 
and (1) Commercial Fishing. Applicants 
are chosen based upon their particular 
expertise and experience in relation to 
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the seat for which they are applying; 
community and professional affiliations; 
philosophy regarding the protection and 
management of marine resources; and 
possibly the length of residence in the 
area affected by the Reserve. Applicants 
who are chosen as members should 
expect to serve 3-year terms, pursuant to 
the Council’s Charter.
DATES: Applications are due by January 
31, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Application kits may be 
obtained from Moani Pai, 6600 
Kalaniana’ole Hwy. Suite 300, 
Honolulu, HI 96825, (808) 397–2660 or 
online at http://hawaiireef.noaa.gov. 
Completed applications should be sent 
to the same address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Aulani Wilhelm, 6600 Kalaniana’ole 
Hwy. Suite 300, Honolulu, HI 96825, 
(808) 397–2660, 
aulani.wilhelm@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The NWHI 
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve is a new 
marine protected area designed to 
conserve and protect the coral reef 
ecosytem and related natural and 
cultural resources of the area. The 
Reserve was established by Executive 
Order pursuant to the National Marine 
Sanctuaries Amendments Act of 2000 
(Pub. L. 106–513). The NWHI Reserve 
was established by Executive Order 
13178 (12/00), as finalized by Executive 
Order 13196 (1/01).

The Reserve encompasses an area of 
the marine waters and submerged lands 
of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, 
extending approximately 1200 nautical 
miles long and 100 nautical miles wide. 
The Reserve is adjacent to and seaward 
of the seaward boundary of Hawaii State 
waters and submerged lands and the 
Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge, 
and includes the Hawaiian Islands 
National Wildlife Refuge to the extent 
that any such refuge waters extends 
beyond Hawaii State waters and 
submerged lands. The Reserve is 
managed by the Secretary of Commerce 
pursuant to the National Marine 
Sanctuaries Act and the Executive 
Orders. The Secretary has also initiated 
the process to designate the Reserve as 
a National Marine Sanctuary. The 
management principles and 
implementation strategy and 
requirements for the Reserve are found 
in the enabling Executive Orders, which 
are part of the application kit and can 
be found on the website listed above. 

In designating the Reserve, the 
Secretary of Commerce was directed to 
establish a Coral Reef Ecosystem 
Reserve Advisory Council, pursuant to 
section 315 of the National Marine 
Sanctuaries Act, to provide advice and 

recommendations on the development 
of the Reserve Operations Plan and the 
proposal to designate and manage a 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary by the 
Secretary. 

The National Marine Sanctuary 
Program (NMSP) has established the 
Reserve Advisory Council and is now 
accepting applications from interested 
individuals for Council Members and 
Alternates for each of the following 
citizen/constituent positions on the 
Council. 

1. Three (3) representatives from the 
Native Hawaiian community with 
experience or knowledge regarding 
Native Hawaiian subsistence, cultural, 
religious, or other activities in the 
northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

2. Two (2) representatives from non-
governmental wildlife/marine life, 
environmental, and/or conservation 
organizations. 

3. One (1) representative from the 
commercial fishing industry that 
conducts activities in the northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands. 

4. One representative from the non-
Federal science community with 
experience specific to the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands and with expertise in 
at least one of the following areas: 

(A) Marine mammal science. 
(B) Coral reef ecology.
(C) Native marine flora and fauna of 

the Hawaiian Islands. 
(D) Oceanography. 
(E) Any other scientific discipline the 

Secretary determines to be appropriate. 
The Council consists of 25 members, 

14 of which are non-government voting 
members (the State of Hawaii 
representative is a voting member) and 
10 of which are government non-voting 
members. The voting members are 
representatives of the following 
constituencies: Conservation, Citizen-
At-Large, Ocean-Related Tourism, 
Recreational Fishing, Research, 
Commercial Fishing, Education, State of 
Hawaii and Native Hawaiian. The 
government non-voting seats are 
represented by the following agencies: 
Department of Defense, Department of 
the Interior, Department of State, Marine 
Mammal Commission, NOAA’s 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary, NOAA’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 
National Science Foundation, U.S. Coast 
Guard, Western Pacific Regional Fishery 
Management Council, and NOAA’s 
National Ocean Service.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq.

(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 
Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary Program)

Dated: December 21, 2004. 
Daniel J. Basta, 
Director, National Marine Sanctuary Program, 
National Ocean Services, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.
[FR Doc. 05–131 Filed 1–4–05; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management (OCRM), 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), Department of 
Commerce (DOC).
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
environmental impact statement. Notice 
to conduct public scoping meetings in 
Olympia, Seattle and Mount Vernon, 
WA on the proposed incorporation of 
the revised Shoreline Master Program 
(SMP) Guidelines Rule (Chapter 173–26) 
as an amendment to the federally 
approved Washington Coastal Zone 
Management Program (WCZMP). 

SUMMARY: In accordance with section 
306 of the Coastal Zone Management 
Act of 1972, as amended (CZMA), 
OCRM is considering whether to 
approve Washington’s proposed 
amendment to incorporate the revised 
WA SMP Guidelines Rule as an 
amendment to its federally approved 
WCZMP. In accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act, 
OCRM will conduct scoping meetings as 
an opportunity for federal and state 
agencies, local governments and their 
citizenry, and representatives of non-
governmental organizations, American 
Indian tribes, or any other interest 
persons to identify to OCRM what 
impacts or issues should be addressed 
in the Environment Impact Statement 
(EIS).

DATES:
Tuesday, January 18, 2005 at 7 p.m., 

Washington Department of Ecology in 
the Auditorium, 300 Desmond Drive, 
Lacey, WA 98503. (Visitor parking 
available.) 

Wednesday, January 19, 2005, at 7 p.m., 
Pinnacle Room—3rd Floor in The 
Mountaineers Building, 300 Third 
Avenue West, Seattle, WA 98119, 
(Parking lots and some street parking 
available with time constraints.) 

Thursday, January 20, 2005, at 7 p.m. 
Aqua Room in Skagit County PUD, 
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