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additional unprocessed whiting may be
brought on board after at-sea processing
is prohibited, but a mothership may
continue to process whiting that was on
board before at-sea processing was
prohibited.

(2) Whiting may not be taken and
retained, possessed, or landed by a
catcher vessel participating in the
mothership sector.

(C) Shoreside sector. Whiting may not
be taken and retained, possessed, or
landed by a catcher vessel participating
in the shoreside sector except as
authorized under a trip limit specified
under § 660.323(b).

(D) Shoreside south of 42° N. lat. If 5
percent of the shoreside allocation for
whiting is taken and retained south of
42° N. lat. before the primary season for
the shoreside sector begins north of 42°
N. lat., then a trip limit specified under
paragraph (b) of this section may be
implemented south of 42° N. lat. until
the northern primary season begins, at
which time the southern primary season
would resume.

(iv) Reapportionments. That portion
of a sector’s allocation that the Regional
Director determines will not be used by
the end of the fishing year shall be made
available for harvest by the other
sectors, if needed, in proportion to their
initial allocations, on September 15 or
as soon as practicable thereafter. NMFS
may release whiting again at a later date
to ensure full utilization of the resource.
Whiting not needed in the fishery
authorized under § 660.324 also may be
made available.

(v) Estimates. Estimates of the amount
of whiting harvested will be based on
actual amounts harvested, projections of
amounts that will be harvested, or a
combination of the two. Estimates of the
amount of whiting that will be used by
shoreside processors by the end of the
fishing year will be based on the best
information available to the Regional
Director from state catch and landings
data, the survey of domestic processing
capacity and intent, testimony received
at Council meetings, and/or other
relevant information.

(vi) Announcements. The Assistant
Administrator will announce in the
Federal Register when a harvest
guideline, commercial harvest
guideline, or an allocation of whiting is
reached, or is projected to be reached,
specifying the appropriate action being
taken under paragraph (a)(4)(iii) of this
section. The Regional Director will
announce in the Federal Register any
reapportionment of surplus whiting to
other sectors on September 15, or as
soon as practicable thereafter. In order
to prevent exceeding the limits or to
avoid underutilizing the resource,

prohibitions against further taking and
retaining, receiving, or at-sea processing
of whiting, or reapportionment of
surplus whiting may be made effective
immediately by actual notice to
fishermen and processors, by phone,
fax, Northwest Region computerized
bulletin board (contact 206–526–6128),
letter, press release, and/or U.S. Coast
Guard Notice to Mariners (monitor
channel 16 VHF), followed by
publication in the Federal Register, in
which instance public comment will be
sought for a reasonable period of time
thereafter. If insufficient time exists to
consult with the Council, the Regional
Director will inform the Council in
writing of actions taken.

(vii) Processing fish waste at sea. A
vessel that processes only fish waste (a
‘‘waste-processing vessel’’) is not
considered a whiting processor and
therefore is not subject to the
allocations, seasons, or restrictions for
catcher/processors or motherships while
it operates as a waste-processing vessel.
However, no vessel may operate as a
waste-processing vessel 48 hours
immediately before and after a primary
season for whiting in which the vessel
operates as a catcher/processor or
mothership. A vessel must meet the
following conditions to qualify as a
waste-processing vessel:

(A) The vessel makes meal (ground
dried fish), oil, or minced (ground flesh)
product, but does not make, and does
not have on board, surimi (fish paste
with additives), fillets (meat from the
side of the fish, behind the head and in
front of the tail), or headed and gutted
fish (head and viscera removed).

(B) The amount of whole whiting on
board does not exceed the trip limit (if
any) allowed under paragraph (b) of this
section.

(C) Any trawl net and doors on board
are stowed in a secured and covered
manner, and detached from all towing
lines, so as to be rendered unusable for
fishing.

(D) The vessel does not receive
codends containing fish.

(E) The vessel’s operations are
consistent with applicable state and
Federal law, including those governing
disposal of fish waste at sea.
* * * * *
[FR Doc. 97–13120 Filed 5–14–97; 4:59 pm]
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Upon
request, a first-level buyer must allow
an authorized officer to access, inspect,
and copy all records relating to the
harvest, sale, or transfer of management
unit species taken by vessels in the
fishery. The original FMP regulations at
50 CFR part 681.11 stated this
explicitly.

On July 2, 1996, the regulations at 50
CFR part 681 were consolidated with
regulations for fisheries off west coast
states and in the western Pacific; the
regulations were codified at 50 CFR part
660 (61 FR 34570). In part 660,
paragraph 660.14(f)(2) was not
transferred correctly from § 681.11 (i.e.,
text was inadvertently left out). This
rule corrects that paragraph to include:
The name of the vessel involved in each
transaction and the owner or operator of
the vessel; the amount, number, and
size of each management unit species
involved in each transaction; and prices
paid by the buyer and proceeds to the
seller in each transaction.

Classification

This final rule is issued under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, 16
U.S.C 1801 et seq.

In that this rule merely clarifies an
existing requirement without creating
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any new rights or duties, it is not subject
to opportunity for public comment
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(A). Similarly, it is
not subject to a 30-day delay in effective
date under 5 U.S.C. 553(d).

This rule has been determined to be
not significant for the purposes of E.O.
12866.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 660
Administrative practice and

procedure, American Samoa, Fisheries,
Fishing, Guam, Hawaiian Natives,
Indians, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, Northern
Mariana Islands, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

Dated: May 14, 1997.
Charles Karnella,
Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 660 is amended
as follows:

PART 660—FISHERIES OFF WEST
COAST STATES AND IN THE
WESTERN PACIFIC

1. The heading for part 660 is revised
as set forth above.

2. The authority citation for part 660
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

3. In § 660.14, paragraph (f)(2) is
revised to read as follows:

§ 660.14 Reporting and recordkeeping.

* * * * *
(f) * * *
(2) Crustaceans management unit

species. Upon request, any first-level
buyer must immediately allow an
authorized officer and any employee of
NMFS designated by the Regional
Director, to access, inspect, and copy all
records relating to the harvest, sale, or
transfer of crustacean management unit
species taken by vessels that have

permits issued under this subpart or
that are otherwise subject to subpart D
of this part. This requirement may be
met by furnishing the information on a
worksheet provided by the Regional
Director. The information must include,
but is not limited to:

(i) The name of the vessel involved in
each transaction and the owner or
operator of the vessel.

(ii) The amount, number, and size of
each management unit species involved
in each transaction.

(iii) Prices paid by the buyer and
proceeds to the seller in each
transaction.
* * * * *
[FR Doc. 97–13127 Filed 5–19–97; 8:45 am]
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